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| Or partly on Works, or whether en-| 


TO THE 
READER 


T Clavis Aurea lies wnanſwered; before thas, 
M Book was printed I was ſo careful to ſend « 

ſach-like wr ro Dr, Stillingfleet, another tn 
Mr, Laughton at Trinity-Colledge in Cambridge ; 
and the ſame Copy that is now in print ta Mr Bradford, 
now Miniſter of Bow ;, but all of them refuſed ta dif 
courſe me ;, the reaſon I could never know of their Refun 
ſal: Dr. Stillingfleet would nos flatly deny me, bug 


tyred me out in coming after bim.. 
Thu Clavis Aurea, now in print, I ſent one to My. 
Vincent, «nd after ſome time 1 viſited bim with twa 
Friends with me';, but he poſitively refuſed to diſconrſe 
ne, Once T viſited Cambridge. (having choſen the, 
Trade of a Barber, preferring it beforethe tempted Life 
of a Lawyer to which my Parents deſigned me) whera 
( having that opportunity as I Trimn'd them) Iput Que 
Pons to the Schollars,by which and their Anſwers, I was 

well Satisfied of the Strength of my Argments. 
of the Miniſters about where I live, bave had that Clas 
' vis Anrea, but none of them have been ſo Charitable 
( if they thought me in an Error ) te endeavour to con 
vince me + Alas! Diſputation is ten Thoaſand Times 
beyond Preaching, for Men by Reading and Study, may 
be well Sil din the Moral part of the Scriptures, and 
pay from them proach ro the World ſeqmingly very =_ | 
A3 ng 


vB iv To the Reader. 
i Doitrine, and be cryed up for excellent Preachers, but 
f Diſpmation tryes a man to the quick © ut was the uſual 
| Cuſtom of Paul in all places be came to, to diſpute, and 
70 enter into the Jews Synogognes and diſpute them, nay 
in the Market-Place, ACS x7. 17. and he diſputed | 
daily in the.School of Tyraunu, Afts 19.9. andre- / 
ee;ved all that 8arnic anto. him ;, ſo that he . ſought Diſ- 
putation, not Shamming them of, pleading Excuſes, and 
turning them ont of Doors, for fear of his Reputation 
and confequently bis Intereſt * 1 would have all men take - 
efrectal notice; that "tis a true thing that Cuſtom in *a 
faiſe - Religton” bath diverted Men from the belief of 
what Carnot be overthrown, whereas its ſafer to-rely on 
ſuch unatifaerable Proofs, and that renders ns excnſable 
though the Tenets 4n themſelves ſhould prove errontons, 
ſince we cloſe with the Txmb as near as we Can, and. 
berter.cannot/be expetted fram us, but to adpereto what 
we cannot by Argument maintain, 1s altogether Sin- 
jak; having no Plea or Reaſon to gave * In Scripture, 
Devenity was ever a Free-gift, and could not be obtain d 
by fray; and was given..to Labouring and Tradeſ- 
mien; \as the poor Fiſhermen, and Paul « Tent-maker, 
; | whe work?d with bis Hands to maintain himſelf, and. 
F | teft it for an Example to.others, who new de not follow 
* . the. Example of . him that was abie to zach them all, 
[Tl 2Fhefl: 3:$ 9%: bw | | | 
| >» 4s the Clavis Aurea hath not. yet bean anſwered, 
fo I account this likewiſe wilkprovs unanſwerable, becauſe 
14 Ihave followed an wnfallibie'wayto ground my Tenus 
£þ Pons: 'T lms, All Scriptures are certainly true, and as 
i they kretrue, they cannot contr adit one another Really, 
F for then: ſome of thera myſt of neceſſity be falſe, they may 
5 ſeemingly \ ar they do} comragitt one another, but not, 
really becwnſe they art alltrus, and none falſe if rightly . 
a | ; We: 
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To the Reader. V 


enterpreted from the 'Originals, aud the Originals be 
alſo true,but I take them as they lit in the laſt Interpreta« 
tron, which Interpretation sf ahy pretend to contraditt, 
the only way to be ſatisfied of that is by theſe Books 1 
have writ,, by veiwing their Harmony, which if they 


- were not rightly interpreted from their true: Originals 


in whas Imrite, they could not be united mm Senſe ene 
with anvther, From this Rule I make chore of ſome 
lace of Scripture for our ſatifattion in Salvation, 
that will admit of no other Expoſition than its own li- 
teral Senſe, and beſure ns other Scripture muſt camtr aaitt 
that Scripture really, becauſe they are ail true *+ hence IT 
make my choice of Rom. 11. 25, 26. Blindneſs, in 
part is happened to /ſraz:, till the tulneſs of the 
Gentiles be come in; and ſo all 1/raz{ ſhall be ſaved. 
1 find this Text wil admit of ne'ather Expiſition' thax 
215 own literal. Sexſe, and Experience confirming its 
literal Senſes true, of their Blindneſs to centinus:ſo long, 
which makes ibis literal Senſe an infallible. Expoſurion < 
For 1ſrael in part do die 32 Unbelief, and are horn ta 
ae in Unbelief, ſince their UVnbslief is to contine fo long, 
till the Fulneſs of the Gentiles be come in'; which 
conld mor be for any Sin they bad coumitted, becanſe 
they were not 'borw, and were they to bave Free-willy 
they comld net be foreſeenito contiune ſs loug in Unbelief< 
whieb Expoſition 65 infallible ay in this Boak, I prove 
mors largly. I muſt ef-neceſſuty then ( ſince all Scripture 
is :trus and none faiſe) bring all Serigtaxes of 
thas concern to concur. with 5t, aud they muſt not 
contradid it for then ſome Scriptures muſt be falſe * but 
this will appear more eaſy to your Underſtanding 111 
reading this Book. T maſt likewiſe tell, you, that” alſ 
Scriptare of Salvation that carry a double Seuſe muſs. be 
bronghs 16 this of Roma, 11. 25. otherwiſe they prove 
RES nothing 
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Wo vi To the Reader. 


Fire that is never quench*d, -1/a. 66. 24. may be 


Fire after this Life, or may be taken thus, 'when united 


' enough for ws. And ſo I leave you to underſtand that 


God, are ſo far above our ways, though they be made 
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nothing in themſelves, as carrying a double Senſe , fo 
all Arguments that carry a double Senſe ] rejett, be- 
cauſe then there will be no end of Controverſy. As for 
Example, The Worm that never dies,.. and the 


brought ta ſignify a fting of Conſcience, and a veal 


to Rom. 11. 25.. when anew Heaven and Earthis 
wade, '4s appears in the Texts before , then all Fleſh, 
that tu, all Men, ſhall come and worſhip before me, 
from one new moon and from one Sabbath to ano- 
ther that is, always; and ſhall go forth, and look 
vpon the Carcaſes of the Men -that have ſinn'd a- 
ainſt me, &c., Now if all Fleſh come and oy be- 
ore bim, who are leſt for them to go forth and look upon ? 
but as they have been the Children of the Fleſh and now 
in Glory they ſhall conſider themſelves, and abbor thesr 
former condition in the Fleſh, and ſo by the Worm that 
never dies, and by the Fire that is never quench'd, 
be fignified the Wrath of God excluding theſe very 
Perſons Bodies eternally from Heaven. This laft 
Expoſition of rhat Text then will appear the trueſt, and 
tet the Expoſition be what it will, it muſt not contraditt 
#hat Texr of Rom. 11. 25. which will carry no other 
Senſe, than its one literal Senſe and that 1s Satisfattion 


Text fully m theſe Books, and then youll be better ſatis- 
fied, but."the 7yſteries of ' Divinity, or the ways of 


epparent to the Underſtanding and Experience, yet may 
ear Fabulous to your Faith for ſome time, andit may 
be 1: this World for ever, as it pleaſes God to enlightes 


your Mind, 
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As to my Shees concerning Elijah, 1 find they that 
know leaſt make moſt Noiſe, and by ſuch I have 
reeeirved Abuſes enough, atid ſhered their malice to 
forſake my- Shop.” * But what wonld People haye me to 
do? Had they bad ſach Viſions, and ſuch fulfilling of 
their. ExpeCtations as I have had, mentioned in that 
Diſpute with.the Athenian Society, Could chey with a 
ſafe Conſcience gp bnek ! Eſpecially when the Learned 
fly from Argument, as if. they were' afraid to aiſcourſe 
me - But herein will lie ſome Satisfattion \ if no Man 
can be found that is able to diſcourſe me, then I hope I 
have the mere reaſon to ſuſpect my ſelf to be thar Perſon : 
but if I were able ( as IT know nothing to the cortrary as 
yer) to overthrow the whole World in Divinity, 1 
ſhould never. believe my ſelf to be that Elias, . except 
1 alſo lved to ſee the Second Coming of Chriſt : In the 
mean time I put forth theſe Books to try the Learned, 
and to cauſe a Preparation againſt that Day, but 
whither "twill anſwer my ExpeCtation 1 am not certain ; 
bowever I muſt try it, and if it. fails me, I have been 
wo Impudent Afirmer, - but modeſt in what I have writ, 
and bave (to the beſt of my Knowledg } kept cloſe to the 
Truth, and better Cannot be expetted from me, whereby 
my Conſcience 1s perfeltly ſatisfied let things go how 
they will, and if there be any Evil, let the Learned 
anſwer for chat, whoſe place it isto ſatisfy Men in. 
their Errors and Doubts ;, and once more I now try them, 
being the laſt intend to write, and ſo I take niy leave 
of them, except they anſwer me, axd others will be at 
the Charges of Printing my Re-anſwers, for my Ability 
will not do it : The laſt things that I can underſtand by 
the Scriptures, is the Preparation Elias is to make to 
eeet Chriſt in Love at his ſecond Appearance, for the 
turning « Curſe from the Earth, Mal. 4. and then 
A 4 follows 
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vill To the Reader. 
follows the ſecond coming of Chriſt. As for the calling of 
 #be Jews, it lyes ſomewhat dubious in Scripture, whither 
vt will be immediately before Chrift®s coming, or at his 
roming : Our Saviour ſaith, When I come ſhall 1 find 
Faith on Earth ? Zake 18.8, Now if the Jews are 
palled before he come, I ſhonld be apt to think, there 
would be Faith upon Earth, otherwiſe how are they cal- 
fed? Beſides the Deliverer that is to come out of 
| S:onto turnIniquity from them, muſt certainly be by 
Faith, and who can give them Faith but Chriſt ? See 
Rom. 31. 26. Again, the Generation of the Fews 
are not to paſs away till all theſe things be done, 
Math- 24. 34+ that is, tn the foregoing verſes, till the 
Son of Man come in the Clouds, with Power and 
great Glory, this Generation is not to paſs away : |} 
Obſerve then, tif the Jews ſhould, before the coming | 
of Chriſt, turn Chriſtians, they would not regard their 
Geneology, and ſo their Generation would paſs away, ſo 
that 1 cannot diſcern that their calling will be till the 
the ſecond coming of Chriſt, T ſhall not detain you bere- 
any longer, but I hope this Age will not altogether 
smitate the blind.Zeal of the Jews, who perſecuted that 
Dottrine they were not able to anſwer. But already my 
Suffering in this caſe in forfaking my Shop, that have 
ſo great a Family. proves their Knowledge as little as 
their Charity, which laſt is one Proof of Apoſtolask 
Dottrine, Andthns in all Ages, bath Godconfounded 
tr Wiſeomef the Wald, © 
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An Addition to the CLavis Amea, for a 


more perfett Satisfattion in Salvation ; 
after fifteen years tryal of the Learned, 


HE Scripture tells us in one place, That we are ſaved 
| by Grace through Faith, and not of Works, leaſt any ſhould 


"boaſt, Eph. 2.8,9. burin ancrher place contrary to 
this, We are not ſaved by Faith alone, but: alſo by Works, James 2. 24, 
In anothcr place, by the Works of the Law ſhall no Fleſh be juſtified, 
Gal. 2.16. Butin another place contrary to this, al Unbeliz- 
eters, Fearſul, ans whoſoever maketh a Lye, have their Portion in 
the Lake of Brimſtone and Fire, Rev. 2148, which argues we muſt 
be ſaved by perfe&ion in good works, 

' T need not rell you the infarisfaRion in theſe rhings, infomuch 
that weareat a Nonplus to know on what terms our Salyacion 
doth'depend, whither entirely on Faith, or entirely on Works, or. 
partly,on Faith and partly on Works, or entirely on Grace. Sothar 
che Scripture is a Book ſealed up; and he that is notable ro 
overthrow all Men of the contrary Judgment to his, can be no 
Miniſter of it: As it came by Inſpiration, ſo Inſpiration muſt 
unfold it; they were never yet laid open, for Paul wris the 
Wiſdem of God in a Myſtery, 1 Cor. 2.9, and there hath been no 
Spiritual Man to do it fince 3 and the Scriprure ſpeaks bur of 
one to come, to which refer you to my Diſpuration with the 


' Athenian Society concerning Elias in Mal. 4. 


By the word Grace, I mean a Free-gift ; as if Salvation were 
even us, we not meriting it by any Free-will in us. VVhen I 
ſay Moſes Law, IT mean not only the Moral Commands of Moſes, 
&4s the Ten Commandments, and the like, bur alſo the Moral 
Commands of Chrift,. which are the ſame as the Law, only 
ſome of them more difficult ro be obeyed; as for example, it 


the Law ſaith, Thou-ſhalt not commit: Adultery, Chriſt faith, if we 
* but Luft after a Woman we commit Adultery in the Hearts If the Lave 
; faith, Thos ſEalt x0t covet, Chriſt bid the Rich Man to ſell-all be 


_ bed aud to 6i2et0 the Fog; | This being vndgrfiged, | ſhall now 
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be aSarcd of our Salvation, 3. To delight in good warls, tho 


( 10 
&@pen what T have faid, concerning on what terms our Salvation 
doth depend : when ir is ſatd by the works ofthe Law ſhall no Fleſh 
be juftifed ; it is without we keep the Law of Moſes ſo entirely, 
ns not to break it in on? point, for then we are guilty of the whole, 
James 2, 10. inthar Senſe that 1t will condemnus: and Repen- 
rance will not ferch us back to be juſtified by that Law being 
once broken, bur a Sacrifice or Chriſt muft make up whar of thac 
Law we are not able to keep: when it is ſaid we are not ſaved by 
Faith alone, but alſo by Works, itis to be underſtood, that Faith 
# dead without Works, James 2. 26. So that Faith which works 
not by Love, from whence flows good VVorks, 15not a living 
bur azad Faith, and not eſteemed of in the ſighrof God ; bur yer 


- we cannot underfiand by this, that our VVorks are to be ſoper- 


fe that the Law muſt not be broken, for then what would the 
Blood of Chriſt ſignify rous ? VVho is it that ever liv'd ſo holy 
bur every Day breaks the Law, tho againſt his Defire? Bur more 
of rhis in another Place, . As to the Scripture which ſeems to 
plead for PerfeRion of good VVorks and Faith in this Life, or 
no Salvation, which is that Unbelievers, Fearful, and all Lyars 
ſhall have their Portion inthe Lake, Rom. 21.8, points that ſuch 
PerfeRion is given after this Lite, otherwiſe who ſhall be ſaved ? 
this will end rhe Confufion that is preach'd. Thus I have given 
an uniting of the Scripture as to Faith and Works. And for the 
better underſtanding this, I proceed to the Definition of a juſti- 
ing Faith, But firſt let me tell you, Perie&ion in good Works is 
taught to be inthis Life, and fo the Trror of the Galatians is on 
us, wiio.cxpetted Juſtification by the Law: for they ſay if we 


repent, we ſhall be forgiven, which I-grant; but chat which is 
_ the Miſtake, and rings us under Boridage again, is, that they 


3llow not Repenrance ſufficient without alſo a forſaking of the 
Sin repented of; and Men not always finding it in their Power 
ſo to do, fall into Deſpair ; So that we had'need ofa more com- 
fortable Dodrine to encourage us in that which 4s good, and ro 
render us SarisfaQion. . For I find from the Example of the 
Primitive Chriſtians, that ſold rheir Eſtates and gave ir torchs 
Poer, that Love draws more than Fear compels. 


A Definition of a Fuſtifying or Seving Faith. 


A Juſtifying or Saving Faith conſiſts in three parts. 1. Ts 
believe that Chriſt ſuffered for Sin, withour doubting of it. 
2. Tojovehim to har perfettion of Love as not te fear, but to 


ye 
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we cannot be ſo perie& in them as to keep the whole Law of. 
Moſts, or Moral Commands of Chriſt ; yer having this Faith, 
Good Works would be as was in the Primitive Faith, when 
they fold their Poſſeſſions, and diſtribured tothoſerhat wanted, 
far ſurpaſſing whar is npw praiſed ; So that be{i:ving without, 
donbting, afſ#rance of Station, and good Works, make up one Faith 


. for Fuſtification, And it one of theſe three parts be wanting the. 


Fairh 1s nor Juſtifying, and ſo by conſequence not Savings 
Whence al] three parts pur rogether make up ſuch a Faith as we 
muſt have, either in this World or the Wcrld to come, or no 
Salvation, 


Proofs of this Faith in every part of it. 


_ 1. He that doubts whether Chriſt ſuffere4 or nor doth not be- 
lieve; for bethat donbteth, 7s damned if be eats, becauſe be eaters 
zot of Faith, Rom. 14. 23. queſtioning the lasfulneſs or uniaws 
fulneſsof tle Meat he eats; which ſhews rhir a doubting Faith 
iS a damning Faith. Bur, in obje&ion io ihis, we ſay Chriſt 
healedthe Man that ſaid, Zord, I believe, kelp my Vibilieſs So 
he healed all that were diſeafed of their Bodies thac came unto 
him, whether Believers or Unbelieyers ; yer wirhour this Faith - 
chere*s no Salvation, And as to His not quenching the {(moaking 
Flax thar's in ſome, for it's certain that Tae! in pirr are con- 
cluded in Unbeliet, born ro die.in Unbclict : And indeed the. 
Fa'th now'in general is a doubting, wavering, ſeeking Faltch, 
and Books are now wric co prove the Scripcures tlie word of- 
God, there being ſo lictle credir given to them. 

2. The ſecond-part of this Faith is aſſwarce of Ealvation: It 
A neither Circumciſion;nor Uncircunci fron, that availeth, but Faith 
that works by love, Gal. $. 6. Kence, *i1s a Faith that works hy 
love that 1s ſaving or available, and this Faith which works by 
Love is not made perfeR, if Fear be nor extinguiſhed ; as 'tis 
writ, He that fears 3s not made pirfeft in love, 1 John 4. 18. 
Now if 1 queftion whezher Gad loves me ſo well as ro fave me, 
Tam in fear, and where there is Foar there is Torment, John 4.18. 
So that it's evident a Faith which works by Love 1s made periedt, 
by 4 caſting. out of Fear, which cannot be til! there be an aſſuraxce 
of Salvation; this being ſo clearly proved, proves the fi:ſt pare . 
of Faith to be true, thar doubring is nor belicving, ſor whocas 
be ſure of bis Salvation that doubts of Chriſt's Suffering * _ 

3- The third parr of this Saving Faith, is, to delight 7n good 
Works, cho we cannot be ſo pertec in chem 1n this Lite, - ro 
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keep the whole Law of Moſes, and Moral Commands of Chriff, 
TheError that the fooliſh Galatians were under, 1s the ſame as 
Tow 1+ 4 which was, that they ſoughr Juſtificarion by being fo 
erfet in codd Works, char they were ableto —_—_— Law, or 
ive w:11027 commirting Sin 3 as if we muſt firſt keep the Law 
in erery noinr, before we can have an Intereſt in Chriſt: as 


many va ure {0 abſurd as to ſay they cah live without com- 
mit; 5:12, Bur Pan!rells them, he preached the Goſpel to them 
77 2 Ir 4:52 e:.the Fleſh; avd in the next Verſe, he calls rhis 
Irirmity « To nptation in the Fleſh, which was Sm: And in that 
hh W3, {o v.75 Jet ; rem, ney imuft have {een It, becauſe Paul 


eels tem hey di nor deſpiſe this his Temptation in the Fleth ; 


tka /& > 


which therefore muſt be @ yifivie Sin or Temptation, Gal. 4- 


13, if, 2%. ian may go far and not be pericd. . 1 Cor, 12. 
"Tis Cocrity thar is the rryal of a Clhiiftian's Faith, and 3? never 
faileth : The firm ſatisfaQtion of furare Joys opens the Hearrs of 
Mev, bur Unbelievers ho'd ir beſt to ie ſure of keeping whar 
they have heic, for fear of not being recompenc'd hereafter. 
Bur I would not have you miſtake the Apofile, when he ſaith 
Though IT beſtow all mv Grd te the Poct, and have not Charity, it 


o FFs 
/ 


profiteth me thing + Pai doth nor fay, he that giverh his Goods 


- £0 the Poor for Chrilt's (abt hath nor Charity, thar cannor be bur 


to give them in Oftearation or Pride: For Chartty covereth a mat- 
fitude of Sins, 1 Per. 4.8. and tric Charity (affereth long, or 
patient, and is hind, and envieth not, waunteth not it ſelf, im not 
piffed up; and doth not auſcerly behave it ſelf, eſpecially rowards 
the Poor, as if rhey were not his Fellow-Creatures. Paut 
preach'd Sin unavoidable; fo that 1f he had fonnd in himſelf, 
thar he could have avoided it alrogerher, he could not have lee 
his Experience and Dodrine fo contradi& each other 3 for in 
Rom.9.21, he thus writes: 7 fnd then a Law, that whin 1 would 
&o good, toil & preſent with we, Again, ver. 18. to will & pre- 
ſent with me, but how to performs that which as good, I find not ; 
and much more in. that Chapter to the ſame purpoſe: And in- 
deed the Fleth Iufteth againſt the Spirit, that we cannot de th: things 
we world, Gal, ;, 179, Bur in objeRtion to this, we read Paul 
got the Vidtory, 1 Cor. 18. $7. burthere he ſaith, it was throxgh 
Ch1ift, that God gave him the Vittory ovir Sin and Death, that is, 
In reference to another World ; otherwiſe we muſt conclude 
he never died here in rhe Fleſh: The Spirit of Chrift moved 
4a him ro do that which was good, yet he teaches that he had 
« vi! ©: T<mpraion in rhe Fleſh, and preachid a Doerine ſure- 
adle te 5 5 and ſup pole he gortihe Yidory over Sip, how _ 
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(C13) 
the Jews over thelir Unbelief? In Fobs 3. it's (aid, Fe that. 
ebidith in Chrif ſinueth not. And in. John 1. 2. {we ſay webaue” 
no Sin, wt deceive our ſelves, ec. This 15 we {fame 25 Paul ſad, . 
"Tis no more I that doit, but Sin that is 5» mez he did commir 
Sin but not willingly with a deftre co commmir it: -. Bur alas & 
thoſe that have not a Beam in their Eyes, may (by reading 
what 15 commanded,” and how far ſhort they come of 1c) eaſily: 
diſcern they cannot live ene Day without commitrring one Jin or 
another. FO "27 HY 

Now letus ſee how far ſhort Mencome of the Works of thoſe 
that had this Faith 3 we find Sz, P:y/ work'd ro maintain him- 
ſelf, caring not to burden the Church, 2 The. 3. 8, 9. and left 
ir for an Example, Where the Holy Ghcſt was evidently given, 


that Comforter, Joh. 16. 9. that ſweetmſs of the Powers Above, . * 


thar gave them aflurance of Salvation, and raviſhed tbem with 
ſuch Celeſtial rranſporcing Joys, (wichovr which we may be 
ſaid to be in Hell) that rw13 World and all its Glory was as dung, 
Phil. 3. 8. They ſold their Peſſeſſions, and difiriont:d 5 their Bre- 
thren the Chriſtians wanted, axd accounted nothing t1tir own they 
poſſeſſed, ARs g. 32. and this was eaſy to them that t1ad a ſaving 
Faith, or afſurance cf Salyation, whereby the Lore of God was 
ſpread abroad 1ntheir Hegrts ; but theſe are hard E.incs in theſe 
Days. | . 

Thus have I ended the Deſcription of @ Saving Faich, withour 
which a Man cannor be ſaved; fo that if there were ſuch a locs 1 
Place of Torment as 2 Hell-Fire after this Lite, wii can by his 
Faith eſcape it? BurT have proved in my C!:v3 472, and will 
make it more plain here, that Faith is given aicer this Life, and 
therein muſt ceſt our SarisfaRion, for lirtle Signs of Faith are 
bow and'I paſs by the miraculous Cures of the Apotiles, and 
their raifing the Dead, as Signs of their Faith : Bur if Coverouſ- 
neſs, Pride, Envy, #c. be Signs of. Faith, we fee enough, 
rich Apparel, and our-vying one another, inftead of ſearching 
out and yiſitivg difirefled Famijes, *Tis wel! it to Miniſters 
rhemſelves give - good Examples: in - this Kin, our i may be 
they will not let their right Hands know wha: £1; ictt Hands dos 


Hn opening of ſome Obſcure Þ laces 3s the 
| Clavis Aurea, 


In Page 6, and 9. it's prov'd that Blindnſ; in part w happened 
z0 Iſrael, till the Falneſs of the Geaeiles be come iy, ROM. Ile 28» 


Byj2 hs page Plain, 1£chis Unyelict yas yor 9rdaiaed ior them, 
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a 
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and to continne till the Fulne(s of the Gentz/es were come itn, 
How came St. Paul to know this? And ſuch Unbelief could not 
be foreſeen, if Free-will was intended for cheſe Men, multitudes 
of them nor beitig born : The Fulneſs of the Genzz/es is when the 
Fews are called, evident from the Text, (viz ) Blindneſs in part 
x happentd unto {rael, till the Fulneſs of the Gentiles be come in: 
The Fulneſs of the Gentiles alſo, is when the Deliverer comes out 
of Sion, to turn Iniquity from Jacob, Rom. 1 r. 26. which Iniquiry 
cannor be turned away but by Faith 3 for as lang as Unbeltef 
remains upon them, their Iniquity remains: And ſo long as Ze- 
rſalen lies trodden under-foor, the Fulteſs of the Gentiles are 
not come in; as *ris writ, Jeretney ſhall be trodden down of the 
Gentiles, till the times o the Gentiles be fulfilled, Luke 21. 24. 
From this then we muſt allow, that mulcirudes of the Fews 
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were ordained, before they wereborn, to die in Uabelief, and 
amongſt ſuch multitudes the grofleſt Sins have been commit- 
red : Yet the Scriptures tell us, AU Iſrael ſhall be ſaved, they 
bring Enemies alſo to the Goſpel, yet are elefted and beloved, Rom. 
11.2%. 28. All the Reaſon then thar the Fews are broken off 
through Unbelief, can be no other (as the Scripture tells you) 


but that the Gentiles might be grafted in, Rom. 11. 19. And fo 
in atid Unheliet 15 not the Oripinal Cauſe rhar a/l are not Irael 
which are of T(rael ; *cis only a Diſtintion between the Children 
of the Fleih ard Children of the Promiſe: As *cis writ, the Chil- 
are of the Fleſh ave not the Children of God, but the Children of the 
Promiſe are accounted for the Seed, Rom, 9. 8. Thevery Text it 
{elf tells you they are rermed J7azl, rhough they are born to die 
in Uabelief, in thar ir ſaith, Blindneſs 3n part us happened unto 
Iſrae), tz! the Fu!neſs of the Gentiles be come in, Rom, 11. 25. 
It's but rational then, thac rheſe #:av0idable Unbelizvers ſhould 
he ſaved, and the Scripture agrees with ir 3 and befides Unbelief 
15 a Cauſe of Sin, as forwant of a Saving Faith Men are cove- 
tous, proud, ec. having only « form of Godlin:js : Theſe Unbe- 
ltevers and Sinners are notwithſtanding termed Jrae!, and the 
following Text faith, A4/! Iſrael ſhalt be ſaved, ver. 26. Sothat 
the Children of the Projaiſe muſt be all Men in the Spirit, 1n 
their Glorlficd Eſtate, tho they are the grofſeſt Unbelievers and 
Sinners inthe Fleſh: and this is very ealy to believe, fincethere 
15 no Free-will in Faith, and Unbelief is the Cauſe of groſs Sins 
commitred: And in Sin rhere is nor Free-will, bur ſome are 
made Veſſels of Wratb, as Judas to betray, and ſome are made 
Velleſs of Mercy,”as Paul, who was created in Chriſt unto good 


Works, which Ged befars 144m bt ſhoud walk in (pew, Tph.a-t6 
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And fince fuch Examples are, I would know the Reaſon why we 
muſt aſcribe more Free-will to our Selves than'the- Fews, Fudas 
and Pail 2 And why muſt not we draw a General Rule from theſe: 
Particular Examples, as well-as Paul did from rhe'Lxample of 
Pharoab's hardnefs of Heart; Therefore (faith Pal ) bath be Mer 
on whom ht will, and whom he will, be hardens, Rom. 9.18, They 
being then'ſuch Unbelievers, ordained to Unbelief, and born to 
diein Unbelief, yer are ſaved, there can be no Hell-Fire- after 
this Life 3 confidering alſo that amongſt ſuch multirades'thar die 
in Unbelief they have committed the grofſeſt Sins. But to pro> 
cced farther, the Promiſe exrends it ſelf (as *tis a5 reaſonab!e) ro 
all Nations, nay to all Families of the Earth 3 we ſee Sin nor. 
Unbelief being no more a hindrance to irs Extenfion, than the 


premeditated Lye of Facob was to rhe receiving of 'the Bleſſing : 


laying, Tam Eſau thy firft-hory, Gen. 29. The Promile is this, 
Gen. 26. 4. 1 will multiply thy Std mz the Stars of Heaven, Bc, 


' andin thy Seed ſhall all Nations of the Earth be bleſe#.  Ir's thus 


confirmed again, Gen. 28. 14. Anil thy Sted ſhall be as the Dult of 
the Eavth, &c. and in thte, ' and tn thy Seed ſhall ell Families of 
the Earth be blefſed. And it appears in Gal. 3.16. that this Secd 
was Chriſt; Now to Abraham and bis Seed were the Promiſts made, 
He ſaith not, And to Seeds, an of many; but as of one, And to thy 
Seed, which i Chriſt, Again, ver. 8. And the Scripture foreſeting 
that God would juſtify the Heathen throagh Faith, preach'« before the 
Goſpel (obſerve Goel) wite Abraham, ſaying, In thee ſhall aff 
Nations be blefſid, Sinnor Unbelief nor iruftrating the extent of 
this Promiſe, as hath been proved, and good reaton for ir;. fince 
there's no Free-will, Anorher Argument to proye this, is, that 
the 25th verſe is the Senſe foregoing ro the 28th verſe of Rom. rr. 
So that Who are thoſe Iſrael, 'ts when Blindneſs in part 3s bappentd, 
till the Falneſs of the Gentiles be come in, and ſo are born to dic 
in Unbclicf? why they arc thoſe who as concerning the Goſpel, are 
Enemies ſo» your ( or the Geitiles ) ſake : but as touching the Elefion, 
are beloved for the Fathers ſake, ver. 28. and the '25th verſe muſt 
be the Senſe to the 28th verſe: For we muſt nor think ro make 
the Senſe ro be whar we pleaſe, bur what the Scriprure makes. 
Again, the whole Chapter _ of the Branch "ay , and 
the 25th verſe rells you how long this Branch is ro be broken off, 
which 1s,tiU/ the Fulneſs of the Genriles be come in.Several other Reg- 


ſors I have given inmy Clavis Avrea, 45 that Iſrael bad a Zeal to 


God, Rom: 10. 2. though zot according to Knowledg., And this 
Knowledg they could not have, becanſe Haiah ſaid, Go eniothis 


Pwple, and ſay, Hegring 18 half hinr, ang fhail yet uyderfieud ; 
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Wd ſeeing Je (hall ſer, ind not perceive, For the Heart of this Ped 
Fle is waxed groſs, and their Ears are dull of hearing, and their 
Eyes bave they cloſed; left they ſheuld ſee with thiir Eyes, and hear 
with their Ears, aud underſtand with their Hiart, and ſhould be 
converted, and 1 ſhould heal thim, As 28. 26, 27.  Canwethink 
then, chey would not believe if they thought 1t for their Intereſt, 
having a Zeal to God, Rom. 10. Had they known it, ' they would 
never have Crucified the Lord of. Glory, 1 Cor. 2. 8. Chriſt was 
willing co fave them, in thathe prayed for them, Father, forgive 
them ; they know not what they do, Luke 23. 34-., And obſerve 
that excellent Text of John x2, 49, &c. 1j any Man bear my 
words, and believe not, T judg him not: for T come not to judg the 
World, bit to ſave the World : which words he faith, were bis F a- 
thers iords, and his Father's Words were Liſe everlaſting. But ſome 
may objea,.that Blindneſs.in part, may ſignify they partly believe 
and partly doubt. TI anſwer, Experience and Scripture :(as I 
have proved) inform us that they have been Enemies to-the 
Goſpel in che Apoſtles Days, 2nd ftull die in Unbelief, and ex- 
pe& the Meſſiah when he comes, to be no other than a Tempo+ 
ral Prince, or a Captain to lead themto Fudea to: build Ferafz- 
lem again. Beſides a. doubting : Faith 1s a danuitg Faith, as I 
have proved inmy Definicion of a Saying Faith : They, have nos 
ſtumbled that they ſhould (eternally) fall, which God forbid.: but 
rather through ther fall (now) Salvation # come ta the Gentiles, 
end is the enriching of the World, Rom, 11. 11,12.,\.and: ſoar laſt 
Chriſt is the Saviour of all Men, (thoart the preſent) eſpecially of 
theſe that believe, 1 Tim. 4.10. . For, he will (a laſt) have «tl 
Aen (tho nor inthis Lite) came to the knowledg of the Truth, 
x Tim. 2. 4 And the Heavens doth contain Chrift, till the reſti- | 
tution of all things, Acts 3+ 21, Ahd He gave bimfelf. a Ranſors 
for all, tobe teſtified in que time, vn Tin, 2.6, Andis it not-ſaid, 
Twill ſend.yox Elijah the Prophet, 8&c.. and be ſhall prepare,.' &c. 
fe/i I [mite the Earth with a Curſe, Mal, 4.8, 6. Bur if there be- 
a caiting of Men 1nto everlaſting Torment, or Fire, arChrift's 
ſecoud coming, how fall a Curſe. be turn'd from the Earth, 
and a!l things reftor'd ? Thus havel clear'd the beginning of Page - 
30. \vhere I fay that the Children of the Fleſh are all Men- in the 
Fleſn, and Children of the Promiſe are .all Men in their glorified 
Eſtace, that ever were, are, or ſhall. be, of what Nation, Fa- 
mily, or Belief, Ocherwiſe we'll ſuppoſe a Hell-Fire after this 
Life, and then-who can eſcape ic ?.. Can others with their una» * 
voidable Unvelicf,. of Ws YH 2k Fai» yhich comes ſo ſhore 
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* Parables; in Pape 12, of the Clavis Auvea, I ſay are not Re- 
alicies'; our Saviour ſpoke in Parables, things ket ſecret from the 
Foumdation of the Woyld 3. and without a Parable jpale he nothing 
unto them, Mat. 13. 34, 2s. And as theſe Parahles blinded the 
Fews, ſo they do us; whereas the Kingdom of H:4uen 35 like unto 
Leaven, hid in three Meaſures of Meal, till the whole was leavened, 
ver. 33- I have inmy Ep:ſtle rol you, thar all Scripture, if 
riphily interpreted from the Original, 15 all true, and none fal/e, 
and {o cannot be brouche to contradit each other really, for 
chen ſome of rhem muſt be tle ; Scriptures then that carrya 
double Senſe prove nothing, bur muſt be brough* to agreets 
{me infallible place cf Scriprure which will carry ::- 0;her 
Senſe, rhen its own literal Senſe, Experience alſo confirming 
that Senſe ro be true. As Roi, tt. 25. Blindneſs in part is 
happened unto Tirael, z#til the Fuln:ſs ef the Gentiles be come in, 
And then this being fully underſtood, as beforeT have ſufficiencly 
diſcours'd, Experience alſo confirming its liceral Senſe rrue, 
which therefore 15 an infalli>le Expofirionz the nexc verie chen 
a2ppears rational ro be true, in thar 4/! Ifrael (hall be javed, 
ver, 26. and neither Sin nor UVnbelref can fruſtrate the Salvation 
of iuch ultitudes chat are born to die in Unbelief, and have 
commurred the g70ſſe[ſ# Sins (there being no Free-will;) Unbelje£ 
alio being the Propogator of Sin: We muſt unice Parables 
which carry a double Senſe to. theſe Text of Rom. 11, wr. 25, 
and 26, -or no Sarisfation can be drawn from them ; beſides 
ſuch Expoſitions cannor deceive us, as have ſuch a ſure Standard. 
ro try them by. And ſoin the firſt place I obſerve che Parable 
of the Goats and the Sheep, as a Paitern for the reſtco be 
explain'd by, which is in Mat. 25, ver. 31, © c. 1tS Writ, 
When the Son of Mai, with Angels (hall come in Glory and ſit on 
the Throne of bis Glory; all Nations ſhall be gathered before him, 
and he ſhall ſeperate the Goats from the Sheep : and ſet the Goats 01118 
left Hand (as a Figure of Reje&ion)' and the Sheep on bis right 
Hand (asa Figure of Ele&ion): To the uncharicable Goar: he 
bids, Depart ye Curſed into everlaſting Fire prepared for the Devil. 
and his Angels: Bur ro'the charitable Sheep he faith, Come yr 
bleſſed of 'my. Father, receive ye the Kingdom of Heaven prepared. 

for youfromithe Foundation of the World, &c, It's plain thisis z 
Parable, and which miuft we realy upon, Parables that carfy 2 
double Senſe; or Texts of Scripture that Expetiefice makes 1ts 

Expofiriow infallible? whith if granted; as cantior be, denyed; 
bur th4> we muſt 4dher&t art infallible Expoſition, 'and all 
Scriptiires bdingerie and hone falſe; ail {6 muſt avi contre 
TIES : OgC 


LIE 


"i 
i 
r 
cf 
v9 
> 
Pi 
a 
[ 
'V 
F- 
. . 
Py 
»X 
er 
Fs" 
| 
Lo 
.” 
$ 
 - 
&« B* 
o p 
: 
IR? 
S141 
xx 
 A4 
Pn 
z 4 
4.# 
ap! 
ad 
I! 
F ke 
4 
» 1 
+ 
". 
H LOR 
1 
+ 
in, 
ONS > 
GR, 
Py 
* L618 
T4 
4 
a.” 
'S 425] 
5-0 
v8 Ne 
+ 
a, 4 
458 
WY 1 
4, »z 
i 1648 
© 4.28 
6 TE 
9.0; 
T 
Ty F 
P hy 
v8 > 
&R: 
49" 
"'j: 
2d 
« + 
# f 
WY 4 + 
jy! x 
TY 
% 
4, / 
. 
- 


6 
b ; 


ope another really ; all Scriptures then that carry a double 
Senſe, muſt be united to ſuch Scriprures whoſe literial Senſe, 
Experience and Reaſon confirms, which is Rom.11.25, and 26, 
verſes, Do we think then that Chrift will come and fir upon 
a Throne judging rhe World. when he hath already declar'd 
the Salvation of all 1rae!, which as touthing the Promiſeare al] 
Men? The manner of the ſecond coming of Chriſt is in another 
manner expreſt in x Thefſ. 4. 14, 15,16,17, 18. God wil 
bring them with him which ſleep in Feſus : and thoſe that remain 
ſhall be caught up with then 3n the Clonds, to meet the Lord in the 
Air; and Paul bids them comfort one another with theſe words, 
We ſcethen Men receive their Doom as they Die, in that thoſe 
rhar are aſleep in Jeſus God brings with him, and in thathe 
bids them comforc themſelves with theſe Words ; there wenld 
be lirtle comfort ina Judgment that one Man ſhall be caſt into 
a Hel'-Fire, and another Sav'd ; like as Men in our Courts of | 
Judicature, one condemn'd to be hang'd before a fitting Judge, * 
and another ſav'd : Bur here thoſe thar remain are caught np to 
»eet the Lord inthe Air not that there 1s a fitting and irying of 
Men, for then either by works or Faith who ſhall be ſav'd ? 
bur Pax! makes this Parable exaRtly agree to Rom. 11, 25, 26. 
25 it is unfolded by Rom. 9. 8. the Children of the Fleſh, theſe are 
not the Children of God, but the Children of the Promiſe are? 
accounted for the Seed: For in 1 Cor. 15, ver. 42. tothe end of 
rhe Chapter, where iga DiſtinQzon berween the Children of the 
Fi:c&ſh and Promiſe, and particularly in the goth Verſe, Fleſh and 
Blood cannot inherit the Kingdom of Heaven: And it follows, in a 
Homent, intbe twinchling of an Eye, the Dead ſhall be raiſed in- 
corruptible,and we ſhall be chang'd. So that this Parabolical or Sit- 
ring Judgment figurates God's ſecret:Decree of everlaſtingly de- 
ſtroying the Children of the Fleſh, by changing chem, and ſo as 
they were the Children of the Fleſh they are puniſhed with | 
everlafting deffruftion from the preſence of God, a Thefl. 1. 9. | 
rhe everlaſting Fire here is his wrath everlaſting againſt che 
Children of the Fleſh, as 1t15 againſt Death, which hedeſtroyed | 
by raiſing it tolife; and ſo it will agree to Rom, 11. 25, 26. 
which ir muſtnor contridi&, and thar's our Satisfa&tion, Have 
any yer pretended ro define this Hell-Fire which: Spirirs arc 
[aid to be caſt into? Will Elementary Fire burn chem ? Dr.F7- 
lotſon in his 38th Sermon. faith,, That, Hell-Fire may be threar- 
ned bur nor intended 3 whereby ;jis! evident he cam. prove-no 
ſuch real” Place,. .nor any,Perion cat-.umy, it... Too many fay 
there's no eternal Death but, HelbFire, what: ogy) 
NE eliver 


deliver us from? I anſwer, Call the Soul what you pleaſe, 
it's created, and ſo God can reduce icto its firit nothing ; or 
not created, and then it can be nothing bur God himſel:, which 
he cannor kill nor burn : And there cannot be a Seperarion he- 
rween the Spirit of God and'God, no more than you can ſepe- 
rate the Rays of the Sun from the Sun, 

What I have wrir 1s more true, 1f we conficier that the 
Puniſhmenc of Unvelievers is Damnation, in Mark 16. 16. 
And in Rev. 21. 8. Unbelievers are caft into the Lake of 
Fire and Brimſlon2; Yet Men are born to die jn Unbelief 
as I have proved. How then ſhall either the 7ews avoid 
this Lake by their Unbelief, or we by our Faith which fo tar 
comes ſhort of a Saving Farr? BurlT find anorher thing in Scrip- 
ture, that terrible things are exgreſs'd to come upon Earth; tar 
more terrible than any Man ever faw in a literal Senſe 3 as can 
we think that Ged world give Powerr to a Beaſt, to make Fire 
come down ſrom Heaven to dicrive Men, (which muſt needs do ir) 
and to give him Powey to overcome the Saints, andto: cauſe all 
that would not worſhip him, neither tobuy or ſell, (whereby they 


| muſtbe ſtarv'd) and to be hilld, without they wor(hip bbw, and 


receive bis Mark axd then to ca(s thoſe 31ts,, (that are thus compelFd 
and deceiv'd to receive his Mark) into a real Lake of Fire and 
Brimſtone ? Rev. 13. and 14. this being nor confonant.to'the 
Sweetne(s of- the Powers Above: 'We muſt conclude. then by 
this Fire is meant the Wrath of God cutting off all Men in the: Fleſh, 
or the Troubles of this Life we art all caſt into, tho ſomemore than 
others, We find other terrible Places, . which tell us of'a ſmoak- 
ing Pit, and out of it came Locuſts upon the Earth, and had-the 
Power of Scorpions, not to hill Men, ht to torment them frve:'Manths : 
Bur whoever ſaw ſuch? or who ever ſaw the third part of © Men 
kill'd by Horſes, with Heads like Lyons, or by Smoak, and Fire and 


* Brimſtone that cams out of their Months, Rev. 9. Figures then 


in Scripture are more terrible than their. Subſtance they denote: 
And upon other Occaſions we find the. Figures greater than the 
Subſtance they figuracez as rhe xejoycing in Solomon's Days, 
That the Earth rent with the ſound,” 1 Rings 1. 40. and Silver was 
as the Stones, .1 Kings 10, 27..and the Men of Benjamen ſting 
Stonesto a' Hairs. breadth and ot :miſs, Judges 20. 16. and 1n 
John-21.. Toat. be ſuppoſed the world -would noc contain the Books 
that could be written of wbat Chriſt did, We'read of Sodom and 


 Gomorrha are (zt- forth ſor an Example, ſuftering the vengeance of 


eternal Fire, Jude 7. and Peter explains this, 1 Pet. 4. 6. For 


this Cauſe was the Goſpel preacht to them that are Dead, that they 
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(20) 
might be judg*d according to Men in the Fleſh but live according to God 
zn the Spi-it: for meto unite all rerrible places of Scripture to 
Ron.11, &c. would twell this into a large Volum, bur they can- 
not contradi&t that Texr of Rom. 11. 28, 25, for then {ome 
Scri prures muſt be true and ſome' falſe. YO 

But,I fry,it there fea Hell-Fireler's fee how we ſhail eſcape 1t ? 
Where's our Savivg Faith? or, how fhall Irac! eſcape ir ? and 
425 to Our works can we have n5 Sarisfaction till we can live 
withour commiring Sin 2 This would te hard indeed, and ſo 
we have a Goſpel in vain, this is a great miftake, and I have 
prov'd the contrary z but you may ſay, if the fear of Hell 
be taken away and Love nor given, this will encourage to. Sin : 
L anſwer, it there were Free-w1ll fr might do fo, but no Man can 
ſoften er harden his own. Heart : God can take aivay this fear 
of Kell, and nor give .his Love, and ſo make 1t a means roallure 
10 Sin, or he can by taking away this fear of Hell, make 'ir' a 
meanes.to love him the more, *ts as he pleaſcs ro move in us: 
rhe Mercies of God rmov'd Pal to pleaſe him the more, but they 
were-far better Chriſtians that Love hath aliur'd than thar Feor 
hath compelled : The Primicive Chriſtians who were ſure of 
their S:lvarion, and fear'd it not, compar'd with the Chriſtians 
of our Age who fear a-Hell, may foon (I ſay) decide this, fer 
who now will ſell his Poſeſhons and diſtribute them to the poor ? 
A5'in Ads 4. 32, If then.we would be dojng whar is good, 
for. Sarisfafion of Salvation, Jet as not fear Hell, which hin- 
aers us from the love of God, and deny Free-will which makes 
us'in Charity wiih our Neighbour ; aud that's the Reaſon that 
love is the fullfilling of the L1w, Rom. 13. 10, and without love 
there's no Religion, can threatning io burn me, make me love ? 
Loveis not to: be forc'd\ by, Fire, bur ajlur'd or drawn by 
Mercy.. : And the hertter to faribfie ''you againſt a Hell, thar you 
may jove,' obſerve ty Scripture, that altho Good be commanded, 
the contrary Ecuil is faid ſpall bes (viz. work out your : Salvation 
with fear and trembling, - Plul..2. 13. 'yct be that fears is not 
3:44: prriebt in Love, 1 Jokng.-18. and the jearful ave caſt into 2 
Z ihe, Rev. 21, 8. One Textfaith, thou balllove God with all 
thy Heart; &c. yer Men floall be lovers of themſelves, more than 
froors 6 God, 2 Tim 3. q< it's writ, love thy Neighboar as thy 
Self; and:another Texr'{atth, T have: ſtt all, Men every one aginſt 
"ls Neighosur Tech. 8.10. ,Weaxre commanded nor ? 6-covet, yer 
Mer allbe Covetons, © Proud,” Blaſphemers,' @c; 2 Tim. 3. 2. 
£8 writ tea [halt not hill,.'yer Prophets and 4pb[iles areſent, ani 
Mi. 07 9j. then they Foadl £51); Mar, 12; 45, $C, Day, and — 
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they do God good Servce. And when ſuch Blaſphemies, Mur- 
ders, Pride. Covetouine(s, Uabelicf, rc, are compel'd.on 
' Men, and that a real Hell-Fire mnſt be the Puniſhment of it, 
41t cannor be. ; 

OhHjeR. -Sin # made the Punihment of Sin, that's an Argument it 
was not ordaind. | 

Anſw. It was Murder, ard tie greateſt of Murders to kiil 

Chriſt, as- being the Lord of Glory'; and by no Law they 
could do 1t., Well then, Chriſt was oraain'd to be ſlainſrom the 
Foundation of the World, Rev. 13. 8. which was before Adan 
was created 3 and this was hbept ſecret ſence the World began, Rom. 
16.25, And when Chriſt came to ſuffer, (1r was not till his 
very Hour was come that they had Power over him, Fohn 7.30.) 
he reils Pilate that be had no Power over him, except it were gt- 
wen him from Ab5ve . And more than thar, he ſaith in John 10. 
17. That he laid ' down his own Lije, no Man tgok it from him. 
again, I lay it down myſelf, ver,18. How then could.the. Zews 
and 74das avoid the cftcting of this? How then was this or- 
daincd as a Puniſhment-tor Sin, betore Man was created ? And 
how can part of Jra?!, ordained ro- Unbeltet. before they- are 
born, be tor Sins commuirted by chem? Andit God did make 
rhe Commiſhon ot. one Sin as a Puni{hmenr of anather Sin be- 
fore committed, it's no Argument bur thar he ts the Aurhor of 
.S1n. As for thacObjefion that God permits Sin; he muſt of ne- 
ceflicy permit-what he'owns ro do himſelf. 

Object. Tf Sinbs an Infirmit!, and un4veidable, as in Unbelis), 
Fear, Anger, Murder, &c. How ſhall T fix an Idea, or conceiue 
tat itcan-bea'Sin? And howc:n Man be the Subjeft of P unifhinent 
and Reward'? T anfiver, Sin is a breach of whar's coramanded, 
and that chrough Infirmry, as I have proved in che Unbeltet- ot 
Irael, and that when we would do Good, Evil zs preſent, as I have 
airea:ly diſcourſed, © So that Man cannot be ſaid ro be really 


Good or Evitby the way of freewtll but by the way of Exam- 


pieco ſer torth, by commanding wharis. Good, that we mighr 
know Good, and then forcing us ra break thoſe Commands, 
thar we might know what is Evil; and then rewarding'rthe 
Good he makes usdo, to ſer forth his. Love to that which is 
Good ; and puniſhing thar Evilhe makes us do, to ſer forth his 
hatred to Evil :..So rhat both rhe: Sin and the Puniſhment are 
inevitable, :wheteby alſo his Terrors, are made known, and his 
Wiſdom incorifounding the Wiſdom of the - World in this My-. 
ſtery of Iniquiry, which the Scripture ſaith ſhall abound, Mat. 24- 
I2, as P:ul was cregted bn Chriſt unio:Good Works, which- God 
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before ordained he ſhould walk in them, Eph. 2. 10. as Fudas was 
compelled to betray Chriſt. Thus ſtrait bath been the Gate, and 
narrow hath been the Path (which 1s Faith in this Life) and who 
can find it 2 Bu: God is able ro give itus atter this Life as he 
will do; ' and from ſuch particular Examples, we may with 
Paul draw a General Rule: And don't we fee now Veſſels of 
Wrath ficred to Dectruction, as Plotters. who are fo conceired 
in freew1ll, that think things ro be kept fecrer, when it's fre- 
quenr for one of their own Partics to betray them; ſome hang 
them'elves, ſome drown themſelves ec. Bur theſeare only 
Temporal Puniſhments I ſpake ob; as for Eternal, I deny to be 


after this Life, agbeing where there is no Free-w1ill, alrogether 


tyrannical and a dithonouring of God : All which Puniſhments 
Temporal renders the Creature more happy, in chat Adverfiry 
commends a future of Profpericy, and makes us prize our Hap- 
pineſs the greater 3. and to this end was a Parabolical Hell-Fire 
threatned alſo, as well as to ſer forth the Terror of the Almighty. 
: Obje&. But 't/s good ts fear the wor i, the beſt will belp it ſelf: 
Anſw, If you fear ſuch an Etexnal Puniſhment, 1f there were 
-any, that very Fear would condemn you to it 3. as *tis writ, 7he 
unbelieving and feavjul are caft into the Lake of Brimſtone and Five, 
Rev. 21.8.. And beſides, it's Fear will hinder you from Love 
'ro*God, and Charity ro your Neighbour, in that you muſt then 
ownFree-will; and ſo deprive you of the means heie.to elape it, 
Obje&. Mary have committed great Sins, and bave here liv'd 
happy, ov free from mucb Trouble tither in Body or. Mind, andmuſt 
they receive all alike? © | C-; | 
Anſw. There's none bur have their Troubles here, tho ſome 
more than others ; and Jraz/ that die in Unbelief, and have com- 
mitred great Sins, yerart ſaved : whether there be degrees of 
Glory I ſhall nor enquire, but T am farisfied there will be no 
Envy nor Our-vying,. ſhall our Eye be Exil, becauſe be #s good, 
Mart. 20. 1g. Tho thelaft Labourer in the Vineyard came at 
che laſt Hour, received alſo a Penny equal with the. others that 
hadendured the Labour of the Day. Cannot (God do what he 
wil with his own? We have enough, and he that: endured the 
Labour of the Day hath this Advantage, that he cannor but prize 
His-Penny the more, . which is the greater Happineſs, ſince alſo 
his Experience will give himthis Eſtimation of his Penny to all 
Eternity above the other, who will. want that Eſtimation of his 
Penny, as having notſo much Jaboured-for it. + Bur ſome are for 
{ome Puniſhmentr after rhis Lite, which I know not ; but fince 
there is no Free-will, it caunot be more thanweare able to bear, 
2nd that for the better Eſtimation of future Joys, In 


_ "&54 + exc 


In Page 26. of the Clavis Aurea, Tdiſcourle of a perfeR Free- 
will, to which I refer you;) and this 1 muſt add to ir, thar as 
by a Penny we know how a'Shilling 1s coined, ſo by a Shilling 
we know how a Penny 15 coined, from the grearer. Then, if 
the firſt Cauſe were ceas'd to be, we can't imagine we could live, 
move, or have any being': whereby we may as cafily believe that 
we may have a Power given us to create our ſelves, as govern 
our ſelves, fince in both rhere muſt be a Seperarion between the 
Cauſe and the Effet, which is che urmoſt Sarisfation in'this 
Free-will, Neither is a Talent givenor rather mov'd 1n all alike, 
for one 15 ſubje@ co Love, another ro Hatred 3 one to Fornicacyt- 


on, another to Chaſtiry ; another is an Unbelever, to another 


Faith is given, and the like throughout all Vertue and Vice: 
And let rwo contrary Livers exchange Lives if they can, and ler 
him chat hath ſome prevalent Sin conquer ic; and then Expert- 
ence will ſoon open your Eyes - io Free-will :: and when alt is 
done, you cannor pretend to a perfe& Free-will, or to be fayed 
by your Free-will, ſince by che Works of the Law'no Fleſh ſhall be 
jaſiified, becauſe he cannor keep it in every point: We muſt 
then ſearch out upon whar Terms our Salvation dorh depend, 
and that's the Free-will we muſt enquireinto, no other Free- 
will we can pretend to, will do us any kindneſs, 

1 am now come to fee whether we have a particular Free-will 
in thoſe Terms onr SatisfaRtion of Saivarion doth depend, and 
fince it doth-not depend on the Works of the Law, becauſe we 
cannot pretend to keep them pertetly, we muſt he ſaved by 
Faith aione, which ſaving Fairh I have before laid down in 
plain Proofs from Scripture: The Fews had folittle Free-will in 
this Faich, that ſome had no deſire co look after ir, and fome 
that did look after it, could not obtainit; and others, as the 
Gentiles thar ſought not after ir, obrained 1t; And whar Prero- 
gative we can pretend to, above theſe, I leave ro your own Ex- 
P=zrience: And ſo I ſha'l draw to a Concluſion, thus, 

When we depend on Works, by the way of freewill, we. 
then depend on our own Righteouſneſs, and ſo like Peter we- 


may fal! intoa Ditch, or deny Chrift, or ſome other Danger: 
| Bur when we look upon Works or Goodneſs as freely given us 


we not inthe leaſt deſerving or having a Power but whar 1s gi- 
ven to endeavour for them, whereby we look upon our elves as 
nothing, and that theſe Works are not meritorious, bur only 
theBlooJof Chriſt ; then we depend clearly and only on the 
Righrouſneſs of Chriſt, or his Blood: This is ſafe, and through- 


out the Scriptures thoſe that had the Power given them co truſt 
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.in God, he led them in his ways' tho hot to be ſo perfed here 
-on Earth as nor ro-commir Sin, yet they were perſefF, ' in a Go- 
ſpel Perfe&tion,.or,in-Love, which caſteth out Fear, x Joh.'4.17,18; 
and ſo would not commit'Sin,if they could help ir, in which Love 
was the fullfilling of the Law in Chriſt : And it was ſaid to Ebed- 
-melech the Ethiopian, Jer. 39.18. Thy Life ſhall be for a Prey unto 
thee, becauſe thou haſt pat thy truſt inme, Love ro God, and Love 
ro our Neighbour is the: fullfilling of the: whole Law in Chriſt : 
arid fo 18 a Foundation 'of Good Works, atid the End of Relipi- 
on, Love thinketh no evil to his Netghbour, therefore Love us the 
fulfilling of the aw, Rom. 13. 8, 9, 10, Love ts rhe Price of 
Love, and he muſt needs love us firſt; if we- have this Love, 

_ andchis Love being-obtained (which cantrot be but by rhis Do- 

Arine, or an Infufion of the Holy Goſt, rapturing the Spirit 
with ſuch Sweernefs beyond the Conception of Man before a 
tryal of it, tranſporting the Soul beyond all -Hezr, tho-the 
Scriptures lie hid from him) we can have. no herter Sarisfation 
of our Salvation, which Salvation unknown to us, . harh been 
lock'd up in the ſecret Decrees of a tender and loving Father; 
who for pleaſant things hath given-us profitable things, that we 
may prize by a Contrarlery or Sufferings of.chis World; his Love 
in the World to come - whoſe inconceivable Raptures ! But 
whatam I going to ſay? I can only take my Leave of you, ard 
wiſh you all, both my Friends and Enemies, an eternal Ex- 
perience of them, or his Love, which pafſethall underſtanding, 
in the higheſt Heavens, even in Mount $jon, amongſt the jnnu- 
menable and glorious Company of Sainrs and Angels. A427. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


Think to take my final leave of the Clergy, which is whar 
_they expe that my wricings mighr dye, bur firſt I hold 
' ir convenient; co cxamine cheir works, and find our the 
Reaſons rhey do nor- anſwer me. | ; 
Mr. Pelling Chaplain in ordinary to his Majeſty, in his 
praQical diſcourſe: upon God's Love, Pag. 19,, 20. 4. Indeed 
« (faith he) 'ris fazd that God giveth ſome 2 Sptritgf Slum- 
&« ber, Eyes that they ſhould not ſee, and Ears that they 
« ſhould not Hear: bur theſe and rhe hke Expreflions, though 
« arthe firſt hearing, they Sound harſh, yer they dofb-re- 
&« jate to any. antecedent decree or defire or work of: God, 
&« hut are only accidentally, by the juſt Judgment of God upon 


- © ogbſtinare People whoharden rhemfelves fo, that in the end 


« God gives them up-ro themſelves, ſo thar they become ſtupid, 
« b'jind, and deaf, bur the. O, iginal of this, is their own wil- 
« fulremper and fintul Courſes wherevy their Hearrs wax groſs, 
« and their Ears become dull cf hearing, and their Eyes they 
&« cloje themſelves by repe.ted acts of their own, as: 1f they 
« were aftraid, left ac any time chey ſhould ſee with their Eyes 
« and underſtand with their Hearts, and ſhould be converted 
& and hea['d. 

Mr, Pellinz 15 nov living, and theſe are his words Verbatim - 
Pray what repeated 26s of Sin did Jjrael commir - before chey 


-were born? For this Jae! that were chcn blinded jn Parl!'s days, 
8 were ordain'd fo to be before the Seventy Years Captivity, 


T2. 6.9. as *tis there writz Go andtell this People, bear ye indeed, 
bnt underſtand not, &c. Shut ther eyes leſt they ſee, &ic. And be 
converted and head. And this very Text by Paul, in Afts 29. 
25, 26. 15 apply'd to the Jews that diſcours'd him at Rome, and 
could not believe him. Beſides, Paul reſttficd, that thoſe which 


bad not Knowledge, bad a Zeal to God, Rom. 10, 2. Whar greater 
. repeated Ads of Sin would ſuch People commir, that would'en- 


deavour from that Zeal ro do any rhing for-the beſt?  Wlych 
blindneſs is. co continue till the Fulneſs of the:Genriles be come 
in, whereby Millions are born to dye in Unbelief. So that this 
Unbelief was mot upon Trae! for any Sins'they had commirred, 
bur that the' Gentiles mighr be : geafced in, ' In-thar &5,Gid 
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_ their Eyes have they cloſed, 1's alſo ſaid, Phayoah hardned bis 
Heart, Exd. 9. 34. Bur can it be proved, that Pharaoh could 
avoid at thar time hardning his Kearr and ler Nraz! go? ſee 3o.1. 
or rharthe Jews could cpen their Eyes and believe ?- But this 
being a Knort that was nor yet untied, I will fay thus far to it: 

| When God moves in Man ro do Evil, he moves it in him by a 
ſecond cauſe, as by the Devil, and Luſt; and fo he ſaith, he 
dorÞ norremprt any Man to- Evil as the ſecond Cauſe, but every / 
Man is crawn away by his ownLuſt. Bur who 'creared Luft in 

- Man ? Pur throughour rhe Scripture (as Mr. Evrard nores In 
his Divine Exorciſms ) what the Devil-doth, God owns to 
do himſelt. Did the Devil (faich he) harden Pharao}'s Heart? | 
God faith, I have har:ined Pharaoh's Hearr, and ſo he proceeds: 
< thir God as the firſt Cauſe hardned Pharaoh's Hearc, and he | 
owne it; and the Devil, as the ſecond Cauſe ; yer Pharaoh hard- 
ned his own Heart.as*tis ſaid, bec:uſe his rcafon was excerciſed 
wich-unavoidable falie Reaſonings mov*d in him by orher Cauſes, - 
which was an AR of the Mind, as the unavoidable Crucifixion Þþ 

- of Chriſt was an A& of the Hand: as thus; Why ſhould I ler 
Trae] go? Who is the Lord? Do nor the Mapici.ins do Miracles 
as well as Moſes 2 even fo did If att unavoidably cloſe their 
Eycs, and unavoida';ly crucify Chriſt, which was an a& of the 
Hand, -and yer for it are term'd Muyrderers, Acts 1.52. yet 'twas 
derermined, they could nor help ir: for doth nor Chritt fay, I 

2y anwn my own Life, no Man taketh it from me. I lay it down my 
ſelf, John 10. 17, 18. By this its clear, that the fi.ſt Cauſe 
moves the ſecond Cauſe, and rhe ſecond the third, &c.. 2s me- 
chanically the Spring moves the Wheels, the Wheek che Pin: 
| And fo Scripture, Reaſon, and Experience concur. But how $ 
then Man can he ſaid ro be either Good or Evil, and be th: 
Su"jeRt of Puniſhment and Reward, fee my Addition, Page 21, 
Biſhop Stillingfieet hath writ no Treatiſe concerning Predeſti- 
nacicn; which if he had. I would have cxamin'd his Works: 
bur he is'burt a moral Writer, as the reſt are: Moralicy is not 

Divinity or Predeſtination. Mr. Vincent, in his Converſion of 
the Soul, P. 111. faith, One Sin loved, and liv'd in, is enough to 
frove . one unconverted, and will he ſufficient to defiroy : And 
Mr. Mead in his Early Obedience, P. 282. faith,, from the 
x Cor, 6. and Rez. 21. that no Adulterers, Thitves, Covtteo!s, 
« Druxhards, Fearjul, Unbelievers, Murderers, Lyars, And be 
<« heſecches us to conſider, 3f any of theſe Sins be chargeable up! 

« ys, weure attually ſhut ont from any Claim in Chriſt: had either 
_ of theſe Moralifſis. ( as. for predeſtination they underſtand 
got 


hs | Mt FF WY [ EY _— FI—_ pn 


— 


po WAS, wy p< 


| ( 27 ) 
not) ineicher of theſe Books, ſ1id, that God accepts the will 
for the deed, I ſhould nor have raken their Words in ſuch a 
deſpairing and ſtrickr Senſe, they would do well co examin their 
own Charity, (by my defiaicion of a Saving Fairh) whether 
they are not Unhelievers and Cevereous, Proud and Paſſionate, 
or ac leaſt guilry of ſome one Sin .or another, which if. they 
be, they condemn theinſelves/{as far as ] perceive) by their 
own Argument>, or or at leaſt rhere's lit:le Satiz\at:on in ſuch 
obſcure wriring, nor inccuragment to do Goo : For where 
1s difficulry in Work, and Hard to p.calſe, whercoy we are un- 
certain of any deſert gr-wages, I ſay chere's little incour.g- 
ment ro ſerve, | . 

Inall Diviniry Books but what I have wri-, T find no Stan- 
dard ro'try their Arguments by, nor any true (it any ) deft- 
nition of Faith, whereby there's no Sarisfation in rhem : Bur 

to thoſe that eſtcem their Moraliſts ( which they call Di- 
vines) Infallt>Te, let chem conſider, rhas rhey diſown Infalli- 
bilicy chemſelves,, and they were Princes, great and learned 
Men (chat made great Figures in the World) crucifted Chrift 
and perſecuted the Apoſtles. And ro thoſe rhar ſay the Scrip- 
rures are caſy'to be underſtood in matters of Salvation: I deny 
ir becauſe chere's ſcarce a Command, but is ordained to be 
broken : See my Addition. And p4g.20. as there are contrary 
Religions one ro another yet every Re1ic19n brings Scripcure 
to prove his owa: And to thoſe who ſay I wreit rhe Scrip- 
tures, I cannot do ir, bur the Moraliſtzs wrefts th2m, taking, 
only what is Commanded, whereby they ger Riches bur do nor 
meddle with, much leſs unice the moral and predeſtinated 
part rogether : Bur I refuſe none, bur unice both parrs: Bue 
what SatisfaRion js there in the Moral part of Scripture; 1c 
according to ſome, we ſay we muſt be as good as we can, then 
wearcap: to condemn our ſelves, and ſay we might have done 
better, or if according ro Mr. Vincent and Mr. Mead, (whe 
are now both Living ) we take the Scriptures in its firickc 
Literal Senſe, - who can be Sav'd? Bur they miſtaxe, tor our 
Salvation depends on Works as they make up one part of Faith, 
Which Faith is a Freegitt, but this they could never reach : See 
my definicion of a Saying Faith in my Addicion betore : And 
let Men take notice there hath been a famine of the word pro-' 
pheſied of before by Amos: 8.11. for want of a Spiritual 
Man to expound the Scrip:ures. And 1 think Men have the 
orcater Reaſon to efteem my Books in that chey prove Unan- 


{werablc. £ 
I have 


(- 28 ) 

T have done with theſe Authors, and from what hath been 
ſaid, you may (if you are not blinded) ſee the inſufficiency 
' of all.Men upon Earthito diſpure me : Which I boaſt nor of as 
 arrain'd from any endeavour of mine, but as a gift of God: 


And I am nor infenfible of rhe Conceitedneſs of many in Oral . 


Difpures 3 bur dare they write? 1 may fay ro ſuch as Paul ſaid 


ro the Jews, ye deſpiſers wonder, TI work a work | in.your Days | 


which you ſhall in n» wiſe brlievws, 4s 13. 41. And are you fa 
conceiied, that the jews did nor think rhemſclves ar rhar rime 
$ wie as now you think your ſelves; IT am Satisfycd the Scrip- 
rure is a Book Sea!'\d up from all, bur thoſe divineiy inſpired ar 
Spiricual Men; and art this cime many of you, as they then, 
- ſhallnor be able either ro believe me or diſprov> me: and [ 
affirm, that irs the property of the Myftery of Diviniry 
har dly to bc belijev'd, bur nor tro be overthrown by Argument ; 
and irs no {ſnall Pieaſure to me. to ſee the various humours of 
Men, yet cannot anſwer me; ſome Laugh at my writings; 
orners are afraid of Sound Doctrine, and in both the Scriptures 
are fulfil d ; thus, the Naturall Man veceiveth nt the things of the 
Spirit of God; ſor they are Fooliſhne;s ( ſo laught ar ) wnto him; 
*i:her can he know thim, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcern'd, Cox. 
2. 14. thetime will come, when Men will not endure Sound Do- 
frine 2 Tim. 4 3. Certainly then there muſt be ſomerhing 1n 
Sound Dodtrine as well as in falſe, that Men ſhould be fo a- 
fraid of ir, burthis is only to. thoſe that underſtand 1r not; tis 
vefy plcaſent to rhoſe that can receive it, I wiſh Men would 
confider the blindneſs of the Jews, and others that perſecured 
Paul, infomuch thar he was made z Spectacle 80 the World.c! and 
cf all Men moſt miſerable « And truly now ſome follow thetr Steps 
who perſecured him, and have done me what diskindneſs the 
Ei will lerthem, in forſaking my Shop, wheredy my Family 
35 reduced ro fuch necefſicy, that with him I may almoſt ſay, I 
have no certain Dn elling Place, Cor, 8, 11. they have no more 
reaſon to do itby me, then the Jews did ic by Paul: He tells 
us, that at this time do we bot) Hunger and Thirſt, are Naked and 
Buffetted, &@c. 1 Cor.8. and a: his Suffering then, ſo my Suffering 
now1s an Evidence of the lindneſs of the Wo:rid, who. oughc 
to Love their Enemies, and ro reduce a Brother (if falten ). in 
the Spirit of Meekneſs, Gal. 6. 1. 1f 1am mad (as ſome ſay) I 
deſerve the greacer Compaſſion, but irs in vain to proceed 
farther in this, fince in ſome' neither Precept nor Example. will 
raxe place : Bur T will now finyſh! this Poſtſcripr, by addiny 
TmewIzrT havelett one in my Afdition, Fees 
| ; 
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It is faid, go ye Curſed into Everlaſiing Fire &c. Matth. 25. 
this is part of that parable. But whoare Curſed? Certainly 
thoſe that are Damn'd, and who are Damn'd : bur thoſe rhar 
dye in Unbelief as Jra:l unavoidahly, yer are they ſav'd ; An 
other Scripture tells us, every Mans Work ſhall he Burat, but be 
himſelf ſhall be ſav'd yit ſo as by Fire, 1 Cor. 3.15. So that by 
Fire there's no ſuch danger as People think, as is evidenr not only 
from rhis, bur alſo in my Addition, | 

Some Scriptures perſwade Men to allow of Free-will, though 
ar the ſame time hey prove not an Eternal Torment for Sin 
after this Life : as rheſe; 0h that Tj ael had barkned unto me that 
they had walked in my ways: Pſal. 81, 13. now-Joyn this to 
Gen. 6. 6, 7. when God ſaw the VVickedueſs of Man , it repented 
him that. be bad made man, and griev'd him to the heart : why 
may not he as well ſay, O that I had nor Created Man and Or- 
dained Sin! Oh chat I had derermin'd Man art firſt ro walk in 
my ways, for now [I ſee Sm aftually Commirted, and fee che 
Puniſhments I int}i&' on Man, itgrieves me to the very Heart! 
Canwe beſo weak as tothink God did not foreſee what would 
be in Man? (Chriſt being Ordained to be Slain fromthe folmdation 
of the World,Rev. +3.) and declares the world to be more wicked 
as appears. in 2 Tir. 3. yer he ſti]] continues Man upon Earth, 
which ſhews theſe things were determined; and this Repenrance 
and Wiſhing, Oh that my People had harkned unto me, and, 
thar T had not Created Man were foreſeen by him to be in 


himſelf when he ſhould ſee Sin Commirted and Puntſhed :. bur 


God having Choſen the beft meanes to manifeſt his Artributes 
and to make Man the more ſenfibie of his happineſs by Sin and 
its Puniſhment, rakes no pleaſure in rheſe meanes as Sin and its 
Temporal Puniſhment which grieves him, bur in the ends co, 
which he Ordained them which ſers torch his render MEey'> 
after Adam had caren of the forbidden fruit, then it was faid, 
behold the Man is become as one of us, Ges: 3.22. and: this 
is perte&ly Confirmed, if we confider , though good be Com- 
manded, rhe Contrary Evil is Ordained, Ir 15 wrir, Turn ye, 
Turn ye, why will ye Dye: ec. Ir is the- wiſdom of God by 
the fooliſhneſs of Preaching ro Confound the wiſdom of the 
Wotld: here's a Command to Turn, and a Threatning to Dye 
it we do not Turn, that the Crearureby Striving to Turn, anay” 
be Senible of his infirmiry or diſabilicy ro Turn withour God 
draws bim.; There are three things Principally Commanded co 
turn £0,.w8%. tÞ ave God, our Neighbour, and Faich in Chriſt : But 
contrary to this, its ſaid, Men ſhall be Lovers of Pleaſures more tha 
£0:; of Goa, 2 Tim. 3, 4. Thaw ſet all Men every one __ 
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Nrighbony, Zach. 8. 10. String ye ſhall ſee and not peveerve, Bc, 
If. 6.9. It is alſo ſaid, the Lard is long ſuffering, and not willing 
that any ſhould periſh, but all ſhould come to Repentance, Bur con- 
crary to this it's ſaid, The cal/ings and Gifts of God art without re- 
pentance Rom. It. 32. And fo it 15; for Iſrael that dye in Un- 
belief, repent nor for the Crucitying of Chrift, yer are ſaved: 
and amongſt ſuch multirudes that Dye in Unbelief, ſome (un- 
doubtely,) dye ſuddeniy in thetr Sins ; bur 1n another Lite, 1 ae! 
that dyc in Undbeliet here, and periſh, comes to Faith and Re- 
penance, and neyer more periſh. Thus in Juſtice and Mercy 
rhe Lord is Jong ſuffering. 1f he ſaves all Men. But how ſay 
ſome, fince Mercy 1s a mitigation of Juſtice, in one and the ſame 
Crime, can he be both juft and merciful? I anſwer, In God ir 
may be ſo, bnt not tn man, who muſt make an Appeal; but God 
makes none, as none being greater; ſo that *ris a mercy for him 
ro be juſt, in that none can compel him to be juſt: But if there 
were Free-will, T don't underſtand there can be any Juſtice, Iam 
fure there's no Mercy, for a finice Sin (which can no ways infli& 
any corporal pain upon a Deity )to be infinitely rormented in fire. 
Thus alf men Periſh in the fleſh and live in the ſpirit: The Body is 
dezd becauſe of Sin, but the Spirit 1s life becanſt of Righttouſn'ſs, Rom, 
8.10. And thus the Body, like a Tree, lies as ir falls, and the 
Spiric returns ro him thar gave ic. John ſaith, This is the Condem- 
ation, that light is come into the world, and men loved davhneſs rather 
than light, Joh. 3. 19. The words Damnation and Condemnation 
here is rhe ſame, becauſe Darkneſs is the Damnation condemn'd 
eo, and inflited upon Ifrael: fo that Damnation is Unbelief ir 
ſelf, which is the want of rhe Joys of the Holy Ghoſt in a min; 
which having, the Kingdow of Heaven then is ina min, and with- 
our thoſe Joys we may be ſa1d to be in Hell, or under Darkneſs 
or Unbelicf, whirhour aſſurance of Salvation, ſul! of fear, in 
whith is Torment, Fohn 4. 18. 

"When I fay, all Iſrael ſhall be faved becauſe it is ſaid, all arc 
not_Iſrae! which are of-Ifrael; they ay the word AY then fig- 


nifies ſome, | 
. T anſwer, then that ſome are that part of Iſraelthar dye in Un- 
belieftharare ſaved; becauſe chaſe Iſrael ro whom Blindneſs in 
parr is happened co, till rhe Fullneſs of the Gentiles be come in, 
are Enemies ro the Goſpel, yer are they eletcd and beloved. 
Ron. 11. from Ver. 25.to Ver. 33 And in the nexr place, 1r 
would be inconfiſtenc with the Wiſdom, Honour, Juſtice, -and. 
mercy of God, firſt ro conclude or blind a People rhac had a Zeal 


to him, and to derermine them lo ro be, before they are _ 
| an 
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and then to rorment them to al! Erernity, Body and Soul, afrer 
chis Life, for what they could in no wiſe ayoid. Some, when 
T ſay (as in Rom. It. 32.) God hath concluded them in Unbe-+ 
lief, rhar he mighe have mercy on them ; ſay, that the word 
Concluded here ſignifies, God Concludes rhey are Unbelievers, 
T anſwer, Bur God Concluded them or Jae! (in the 25th Ver. 
which is the Senſe foregoing to 32 Ver, ) in Unbelief, till che Ful- - 
neſs of the Gentiles be come in 3 whereby they are Concluded 
or ordain'd before they are born todye in Unbeliet : therefore 
this mercy, in the 32 Ver. 15 to be gtven them in anorher Life. 
Neither can God give Free-wiil inFaith, which is at the ſame time 
roact rwo Contraries,for at the ſame time he gives Faith, he can- 
nor at the fame time permit Unbelief ro the tame Perſon: And 
ar the ſame vime that he permics Unbelief he cannor-give Faith, 
So the words, Concluded them in Unbrlief, muſt ſignify, God blin- 
ded them, and would nor permit rhem to believe eſpecially-if 
we conſider, from unbeliving Iſrael} that dye in Unbelieſand can- 
nor obtain Faith, chat not only Faith, bur alſo theendeavouri 
for ic, muſt be given of God: And-they that hada Zeal tu God, 
could not have Faich, when he was found of che Gentiles thac 
{ought him no:. | Tos < Id! 
Thus have you the true Do&rine of Predeſcinarion z but I find 
it hath been much ſought after, and long expeRed, as the Jews 
did the Mr fliah bur could nor receive him: and do you think, you 
may not be as much nriſtaken abour Elias when he ſhall come? 
And fay thereare many falſe prophets,an«d you do not know who 
may bethe right, buc let them be crue or falſe, you uſe them - 
both alike? Aud wher Fudea ſuffer'd for ſodoing, the Scripruce 
informs you. Bur whar ſaith our Saviour, a Prophet is not cſtcem- 
el in his own Country : The Perion of Chriſt was contemptible, 
icfomuch they call'd h:m Fellow; as for this Fellow we know not 
from whence he is : ſothe Perſon of Paz! was Contemprible as 
others faid: And indeed the hard ufage of Pay! makirg him both 
co Hunger and Thirſt, and ro be Naked, added much to the Con- 
tempt of his Perſon. And rhe ſame (undoubredly ) Elias muſt 
expe& when he comes, from thoſe who can neither believe him 
nor diſcourſe him. Which is a ſign to know a Spiritual Man or 
Propherby. And if you are ſtillſo weak to think the Learned can 
anſwer me, and cannor defend their own works, it would be 
great Stupidiry indeed, and *rwil} be in vain for me ro perfwade 
ſuch who-make nor their Reaſon, bur their Linbelief,en Argumenc 
againſt me; | 


-, Omſ- 


Sa 4 
———_— 


A L 270 th 


DO RO 


Omiſſions and Erratas in the Clavis Aurea. 


Pag. 9.L. 34. blot out, ſo, P. 8. L. 31. before altho, and at 
the end of the word, Facob, make Paremtheſis thus ( ) P. 10. 
T. 6. addin the margent with a Pencil, Since Unbelievers 
' areſaved, theres no Hell Fire after this Life: And amongſt ſuch 
mukitrudes thit dye in Unbelief, ſome have Committed the 
, Groffeſt Sins: Andthere's no Free-will-in Faith on which de- 
pends Mans Salvation. P. 13.L. g. for Loaves y, Tares, Be- 
.cweendin. 18, and lin. 19. add, It's ſaid, Matth. 11. It ſhall be 
more tolerable for Sodom at the Day of. Judgment (whoſe Milery is 
thenover ar that Day of ſudgmenc) than for Chorazin, which 
ſhortly was to be deftroyed for Ugbelief with Zeraſalem and 
udea, And whereas it is ſaid, in Fames 3. The Tongue #s a 
Fire, and ſet 01 fire of Fell; Obſerve, it's ſaid, No Man can 
tzwe it, whereby it's unrulipeſs is an Infirmity, and is ſer a 
. raging, oron fire in Hell, ' or by this World's Infirmities, as 
Pafſion, Goverouſneſs, Pride, &*c. P.15. {. 28. for Grrves read 
Graves. | | 
In the Myſtery of Iniquity, P.24.L.9.berween the words Cru. 
. cifixion and ObjeRion, 7. and it muſt be in a Crucified Chriſt 
Fince the Lamb was Slain from che Foundation of the World, 
Rev. 13.8. which was before Aday; was Created. 
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